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1 Lobi havio ing ile 
. fied your Pleaſurey at | 
1 SEN OW. which, vou vheard, 
RE when Lou did us the Hqngur 
17 5 TT to. be preſent at the; Qpents 
Ring, of, our Pariſh - Church, ſhould be made: 
Ipublick e e e e 
Ito Priat, any thing in; EMU; | $1657 0119 


Jof a juit, Senſe, both. of. that 1 
e I owe to You, as my Bin pe a 

that Kindneſs. which I have —— 

5 12 You as my Patron, I Have now: dune 


t,, and here with make bold 9: preſent ois 
* You. What Effect a Diſcourſe of this 


4 ' A 2 Nature 


The pille Dedicatory, 


N eien 


Nature with have upon. the:Minds: of. os | 
who ſhould have 10 much<Patiente 2s: to 
read it, I know'not'; but mutt leave! =| 
to him who hath: the Hearts of all Wen 
his Hand. My Subject I am ſure is gang | 
and neceffary : And as for my 2 an 
practical way of handling It, it is t which 
my 'Text ez in that it com deth, 

_ that in our Chriſtian Congregatibns, 4 


Things be done to Þidifgying, AHA, * | | 


I had eat to ſuit if to the Capaci- 


ties of all there preſent; and to make it as : 
Edifying as I could unto them, my Sermon 
had been a Contradiction to my Text: And | 


x that, I had loſt my De ſign in Pręich- 

: Which was, to convince thoſe eſ- 
pertally, whoſe' Souls, under your Lordfhip, 
are committed to my Care and Conduct, 
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of the Excellency and Unfulne/; of the un 1 


mos Prayer, and ſo to perſuade them to | 


the conſtant and conſcientious Uſe of it; 

not only becauſe it is conformable to the 
Doctrine, Diſcipline, and Practice of the 
Univerſal Church, nor only betauſe it is 
eſtabliſned by the Laws both of our Church 
and State ( Waugh they alſo be very great 


Reaſons) but likewiſe becauſe that Extta- 


ordinary Benefit and Advantage which they 
would receive ; from it, for the Fdifying of 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicatoxy:” 
|S their [Souls in wharfbever is fleceſſury th 


their Eternal Salvation: 

1 % „% ho ba{itd 0240 ad idw. oon 

l am very ſenſible, that much more night 
have been ſaid upon this Excellent Subjectʒ; 
but inteading no more than a plain Sermon. 
| Fvpon the Occaſion, I was forced to omit 
many things, and to confine my ſelf to ſuch - 

only, which were moſt obvious, and ſeemed 
the moſt neceſſary for People to know and 
2 practiſe, in order to their being. reconciled / 
# unto, and Ediſied by our Publick Prayers. 
And if upon Your peruſal of that little which 
L have ſaid, You ſhall find any thing not a- 

greeable to the Doctrine of our Church, I 
humbly ſubmit it to Your Lordſhip's Judg-- 
ment and Cenſure ; only deſiring that you 


would be as ready to pardon, as I am to 


retract it. : 


My Lord, 


I have one Requeſt more to make unto 
1 You, which is, that as You was the Occa- 
ſion of my Printing this Sermon, ſo you 
would be pleaſed to accept of it now it is 
Printed: And if, by the Bleſſing of Al- 
mighty God, it may contribute any thing 
do thoſe great Ends, which, You continually 
if proſecute vt le rentcar and Pru- 
5 3 ' 


dence, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


dence, with ſuch exemplary Care and Dili- 
en in the Management of that High Of- 
ce which he hath called You to, even to 4 
the Glory of his great Name, the Good of 
his Church, and the Salvation of the Souls 
of eg it is al that Aer r by, 2ud 12 
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Let Let-all Thi 5 be done 10 27 *. 


HEN Fudas be Td yew „ Vat 
the Altar, and repaired the Tem par el at 
Feruſalem, after it had been polluted 
and laid waſte for Three Years toge- 
ther ; the Church of God at that time 
and place rejoiced fo much at it, that 
7 the Ded ration of it eight Days, and or- 
at the ſame ſhould be obſerved every Vear, 
2 ona 4 2 And ſo we find it was in 2 
9 time; for he himſelf 1 to honour that Fel. 
 tival, ' rhoug h only aftical I eyes with 


. 


| Fn 


his own dne obn 10. 22. In the 8 
ue of this Pariſh Cauſe to be ported ark | 


3 7 35 and Gladneſs, and to ſpend this Day in praiſin 

and adoring the moſt High God. for that our Church 
which hath lain waſte for above five times Three 
Fears, is now. at Jaft rebuilt and fitted again, for his 
Worſhip and Service. For what the Altar and Tem. 
[ Ip wr. unto the Fews then, the ſame will our Church 
; unto us now. Did they there offer up their Sa- 


crifices unto God, as Types of the Death of Chrift 2 
We ſhall here commemorate the ſaid Death of 


, EF Chriſt; t kraus by thoſe Sterifices. Did they come 


from of Fadea” to worſhip God there! 
So 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
dence, with ſuch exemplary Care and Dili- 
youu in the Management of that High Ofs 
ce which he hath called You to, even to 
the Glory of his great Name, the Good of 
his Church, and the Salvation of the Souls 
of ek it js all that berry by, 2ud 
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Let-all Things be be done to 


ng. 


HEN Juda: A had new „ past 
the Altar, and repaired the Temple at 
Feruſalem, after 4 had been rell 
and laid waſte for Three Vears toge- 
ther ; the Church of God at that time 
and place rejoiced fo much at it, that 
t the Dedication of it eight Days, and or- 
that the ſame ſhould be obſeryed eve Year, 
22 4 59. And fo we find it was in our Saviour's 
time; Hr : himſelf oo to honour that Fel. 
rival,” ugh only aſtical Inn, with 


his own > ee Jan 10. 22. In the N 

we of this Pariſh have Cauſe to be ranſporre . 5 
and Gladnefs, and to ſpend this Day in praiſing © 

and adoring the moſt God, for thar our N. 


E 


which hat lain wafte above five times Three 2 


Years, is now at laſt rebuilt and fitted again, for his 
Worſhip and Service. For what the Altar and T 

& wks nedo-the Jeu then, the ſame will our Churc 
unto us now. 0 they there offet up their Sa- 


crifices unto God, as Types of the Death of Chriſt 2 
We ſhall bere commemorate the ſaid Death of 


Chriſt, t Are by. by thoſe Sucriffces. Did they come 
from | 


of Jalta to worſhip God there? 
So 


ſaid of etch, as things Aland. For — 
ſoe ver is, or An be, Re os the Ng of 
our Souls here, and ſo to their Eternal Salvation 
hereafter, is clearly and full comprehended in thoſe 
ſeveral Offices, which according to the Love of the 
Land, are now to be performed in this place. Nei- 
ther is there any t ng contained i SE Them, 
but What dôth rea 4 cönduce 10 dhels great Ends 
7 4 and Purpoſes. 2 Jo i: 705 : 4341 TSS 
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Bur this being a thing l is ed by ſome, 
and underſtood but by fo amongſt us, FH mall en- 
1 to ex lajn and Ae ee Mo, all 8 ＋ 
T chüſe to do at. this time, becauſe it is, the 1 

proper. St: L could. Bunde of. of © I aſion. 
br unless x is mu noms done in is place, 
vil 1 erg 1 80 Ni eręctad, All the 
"Cofts"ati!” C HER ye been laid. out upan it, 
will be to no off ther: at. all But if it can be tut 
made out, That 15 Service which. is here, to 
. performed, Jothy WE r to the Advance- 
Se Gor, an 1 75 Pugh Is the groer 
7 ſuc you 
ba but ackpowy ledge her wþ ul: ny ＋ 
have conftibuted. 55 — = Mo PSY» 
ever you ſpent” ; and that. this wh 8 
ſaid Service 1s begun. to be per iel in it, is one 


of the moſt Joyful days. that this, Pariſh, eyer 20 
nis 


age e at chis ; 

all, phe Poul for (pes e ng 
ef all that! I halt n 

1 * — he 2 Bae 
g-whetcaf:rwe 2 — Apoſtle 
in this . difcourſed at —.— 
and manner — — .hfiftian ? as 
6 blies, and * tiacloever -bs 
he a Malen in fach'vs 


25 "ZEND f we FEES up the ee 


Fopoſition.:; Haw ii then Brethren? I hen ye h. 

geber, every. one of you hath a Pſalm, bath a Dor 
; —— a „ hath a Revelation, hath an Inter-" 
: Let al Things be dove 6 Edifying * As if 
e thould have ſaid, Whatſberer' Gifts' any of yon 77 

Poe, or pretend to, yet When you meet together? | 
eon Religious Account, for the Publicle . ES 
God, tale ſpecial care that all Things" 5% there . 
0 the of all ho art there preſent,” RR 
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EEE lays down. "1." 
genera! Rule, neceſſary to be: obſerved in „ 
3 — So that whenſoever we 0 
ether to 


and Serve Geck . — 
no ebene Ja, Wie is not for our ö = 
Won, wie come Mort of this Rule, and % we 8 
$60, if u een wee eee may con- 
e do For according to this Rule, a8 
there done but what is' for düf 
on the other ſide, all Things that 
for our aher, ought a be ders 


$ Bor lie eee bee, mee the erhs Weg 
d Purport of this Rule, it is neceſſary to conſi- 
ter what the — here means by 1 For 
thich we muſt Know, That all Chriſtians being, oy 
=} C9 ' tne 


Hence whathhevenrctcads ot the 
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$77 bn, Kale ad gen 1 


the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, of the Houſbold of Ged, built © 1 


We Lee . * 


51 an this brick h ghee | Tot 
4 LEA l rs ann made more n 
d ſolid -Ghriftians,: mote" Ho) y-and» Perfect Men 
than they wert * byitthas, are. ſaid to be 
57256 And therefore it is a 
1 Mil, a m | 


FTE 8 "thing: whuch before; then were ig 
.* zee Pen Knowledge (ab the Apoltle Talth 5 er 
1 Aae ap, it is (Ghatity "that" Edifietby:6 Cor. di the 
fore, whatſoever Knowledge we attain toy we 
1 be ſaid to be Zdified by it any further than 
as; it influences our Minds, excites: our. Love, and 


8 n arts te God und Goofveß. And that 


WY Apaltle's own. Words, Where Aug fait Ze mo cor 


is:the arne Notion: of  Edifyingy 11s) G 


rut Communication ame ant of gor. Alina lu, byit- that i 
| which i fon be ne ding: hat, Le e 4 
| Gage une the” Hearerr, Eph. A. 29. F 1 
it is manifeſt, that that only is 2 faid to Z- 
dify, that, miniſters Grace unto us; whereby we te 
made more Pure and Holy than we were before. 
And cherefore, we tread of ;Edifyihg buen ſelir g in 1 
Low, Ephgg. 16 And building” up our ſelves in , 
moſt» holy, Faithy Jade: 205 which are: the two Graces of 
| that t make up a real and true Chriſtian. And no- Cat 
thing enn, be thid to. Euihi but what tend ta the e 
exciting and intreaſing of chem: Citi wwe come (as Y Pr 
the, Apoſtle, Laith.), in the Unity of the, > Faith, and of Ahe 
the Knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect Man, it 
wnto the meaſure of the ſtature of the uns of Chri 12 
Eph. f. 32 43; Hence thexefore, hege e noni | 

2 „Let 4; things, bd dong> Edling, his meaning rr 
rief. is this, That in all- our Gbriſtian Aſſem- W 23 
lies, er un wet Regeiher 10 worſhip: and Sa Hh 
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OY the Commons Prager. 


5 eee 3% 
12 55 8 piſer, and better clan 17. 4 
. Do of God and Chriſt 
4 1 Bi — Wi larged, our Love; inflamed, 
our Graces quickhed, and 


3 6 


# - 5 0 e e Souls made more humble, more Holy, 
4 Foe to God, than they Wy befare. — 
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If For the Apoſtle here commands the Chureh 
of Cointh, and fo all Proyingal,Churches, t take 
care that in thei, 1855 Aſſemblies «ll; 22 
6 3 done to 4 e 2 is it ; 456 > 
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Pow apy! them! $0 our preſent; gurpoſe, w 

That th of Religuo /ogſhinj: LD pxe> 

7 | de We: Church, ab hed -dy; the: Laws: of 

1 2 |, and thereſcye im be uſed nam in this 

Place agrees, . 5 with this Rule, or Canondç ef 

11 Na „ even that all; things in it are done 

z | 0 Zips. $391 IT EL as fn £1 51620Vv1i944 n | 
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1 Bor before. we 8 . that, Forms in pri- _ 
* alar, which þ, dur. © urgh, heath preſcribed; is agree» | "2. 
ef Fable to this Aßeſtolica! Rule, it is neceſlary!to prove __ 
* firſt, That the preſcribin a Form in general is 2 "i 
[o. For unleſs the e a Form in Lell. . „ OY 
be according to this Rule, no: Ferm in 1 
Ino that this Rule admits, ven, requires 1 gun 9 
I ccribi of ſome Form, is evident fr from the | * 1 
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2 ©» 
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: n ſome. 4 — 118d 

* 45 eo oblerv, this Rule, 4s well 

Human, Naz . . uſe, 10 — 
atute, e have muc 0 fear 

ould not. At Lead the. Church auld. be 
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4 obliged co 
ſuch Form lte be ub i u 


iar Md may .begful " tar: 1 
pMolical: Rule rp oe oMſeryed; 3 
10 be. — We. beld⸗ 
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never be--expetted; that all _— 
—— ſhould be nay wile wiſe be poſe 
£1 262b6; pet it esse 
ane! of hem ould? See e 
det tlie pb: rn uy 2a" 


e tours ITS: 


Governors of ane Church and the — 

10 mot together dy their Repreſentutłves 

nod, or Convocation, and there, upon mature m_ 
beration, agree upon ſome ſuch 15 ah. 


in their Prudence 2 24 
1 cle Lee ere 
fare chem. a I wan che Ayo 117 02 Ae 
el 9 d di noni 8 gnidi po 244 1801 a 
Au beſides that, ny es * Form m 6 85. of 
analy fs move e org" Gs te leave every | 
one to de har ems N Eyes. We 


| =the *xonetFrent \. Ex — Og and Pei 

8 268 whe Vater e (Here EIS b 
read, or heark' Hun from of 
— rr ayb.- Rol dert, dt 1 inis edurſe 
valb-Have ine RE the farbe, yer no Ehurtb 
. Forth er other: hd thetefort 
any Mang tb Ny, that it is not Lawful; or hot % 
tor hot Zig, 60 ue a Form of £ 

in the Publick: Vorſhip'of God, is to Contratlict 
nefdl e ity; ts eotidethn the Holy BEV 
thollck Citürch, and tente bimfalf wer can re! 


3 — that er were before him. Which, | 
Og may be:th no, ( wels Hays Hets- 

— — reckon'd ne ef tlie” oſt Sinz and 

abt ae eld- Se r n DON 2 
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bf ite Contmin-Prayer. ” 
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Nix, more thin all this too: For this-is not on- 
to make a Man's ſelf, wiſer. than all Chriſtians, 
t wiſer than Clif himſelf : For it is impoſſible to 
eſcribe any Form of Prayer in more plain and ex- 
Me Terms than he hath done it, where he faith, 
n ye Pray, ſey. Our Tulber which art wm Ha- 
u, &C. Luk. 11. 2. And I hope none here preſent 
twill ackrôwledge that Chriſt, by whom: along 
We can be *Efficd, knows better what is, or wheat 
"I not for Our Allification, than Me, or all the Men 
tibe World can do, And therefore ſceing he hath 
dt only preſcribed a Form of Prayer for his Diſci- 
„ bur hath exprelly commanded. them to 


5 >>I 


Nes to uſe 
eit, we, who profeſs our ſelves to be his Diſciples, 
ght to reſt fully ſatisfied in our Minds, that uſin 
"a Form of Prayer is not only Lawful, but — 
bore for our Editying, than ut 1s, poſſible for any. 0 


Tux ſame may be proved alſo from the Nature 
f the thing it telt, by ſuch Arguments, which ds 
Wot only demonſtrate that it is ſo, but likewite ſhew 
ow it comes to be ſo. For Firff, In order to our 
ing Ze To a5 49 be made benfr and holier, 
A hcnſoever we meet together pon a Religious ac- 

Punt, it is neceſſary that the ſame good and hol 
9 hings be always inculcated and. ꝓreſſed upon us at- 
r.ohe and the ſame manner. For we, cannot but 
l find by our Own Experienec, how difficult it is 
faſten any thing that is truly good, either upou 
Fur ſelves or others, and that it is rarely, if ever ef- 
cted, without frequent Repetitions of it. Whatſo- 
er good tfüngs we hear only once, or how aud 
ien, though perhaps upon the hearing of them. 
ey may ſwim for a while in our Brains, yet the) 

&1dom fink' down into our Hearts, ſo as to move al 
way the Aﬀe&tions, as it, is neceſſary they ſhould 
6, in order te odr Edified by them: Whore- 
28 
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8 The Excellency and 271 ulneſs 


as, by a Set Firm of Publick Devotions rightly com- 
- -poſed,, . we are. continually, ' pux in mind of all 
things neceſſary for us to know. gf do, ſo that is al- inc 
ways done by the ſame Wort And ' Expreſſion; by 
-which by their conſtant uſe will” imprint the thing Pel 
themſelves ſo firmly in our Minds, that it will be ry 
no caſy matter to obliterate or raze them out; bu 
do what we can they will ſtill occur upon all occa4$ 
ſions; which cannot but be very much for our CHI 
tian Edification. ty rb | 


9 


| * MonxovzR, That which conduceth to the quick. 
ning our Souls, and to the raiſing up our Affection: 
in our publick Devotions, muſt needs be acknow- # 
ledged to conduce much to our Edification. But it 
is plain, That as to ſuch purpoſes, a Set Form of 
Prayer is an extraordinary help to us; for if I. 
- hear another Pray, and know not before-hand what and 
he will ſay, I muſt firſt liſten to what he will ſay tha 
next; then I am to conſider, whether what he ſaith 
be agreeable to ſound Doctrine, and whether it be 
proper and lawful for me to joyn with him in the 
{Petitions he puts up to God Almighty ; and if If 
think it is ſo, then I am to do it. But before I can 
well do that, he is got to another thing: By which 
means it is very difficult, if not morally impoſſi- 4 
ble, to joyn with him in every thing fo .regularly | ick 
as I ought to do. But by a Sr Form of Prayer all 
this trouble is prevented; for having the Form con- ¶ ar) 
tinually in my mind, being throughly acquaintedſſed 
with it, fully approving of every thing in it, andy wil 
always knowing before hand what will come next, Nan 
J have nothing elſe to do, whilſt the Words ate 
Founding in mine Ears, but to move my Heart and 
Affections ſuitably to them, to raiſe up my Det» 
'SE 


ſires of thoſe good things which are . prayed for, 

to fix my mind wholly upon God, whilſt I am]. 
praiſing of him, and'fo to employ, quicken, and ing 
tif up my whole Soul in performing my Devotions 


to 


of the Common-Prayer. © 9 


bim. No Man that hath been accuſtomed to a 
all Fe: Form for any conſiderable time, but may eaſily 
al- ind this to be true by his own Experience: And 


dy conſequence, that this way of Praying is a greater 
Pelp to us, than they can imagine that never made 


Ing; 

be ryal of it. 

but | | 

cca- To this may be alfo added, That if we hear 
iſ W@nother praying a Prayer of this own private Com- 


Poſition or voluntary Effuſion, our Minds are whol- 
F bound up and confined to his Words and Ex- 
Preſſions, and to his . Requeſts. and Petitions, be they: 
WF hat they will: fo that at the beſt we can but 
Pray bis Prayer. Whereas when we pray by a; 


OW 

t it Form preſcribed by the Church, we pray the Pray- 
rs of the whole Church we live in, which are 

f I!-Fommon to the Miniſter and People, to our ſelves, 

hat nd to all the Members of the ſame Church: So- 

ſay hat we have all the devout and pious Souls that 

aith 


re in it, concurring and Joining, wh us in them: 
Frhich cannot ſurely but be more effectual for the 
RZdifying not only of our ſelves in particular, but 
of * Church in general, than any private Prayer 
Fin be. a | 


s Loſfly, In order to our being edificd by our pub» 
Wick Devotions, as it is, neceſlary that we know be- 
fore-hand what we are to pray for, fo it is neceſ- 
-{ary, that we afterwards know what we have pray- 
2d for, wben we have done: For 1 ſuppole you 
il all grant, that all the good and benefit we 
an receive from our Prayers, is to be ultimately 
Meſolved into God's gracious hearing, and anſwer- 
ng of them: Without which they will all come 

2 nothing. 62%, 3 1 


. 


am : Bu T there are two things required to the obtain 
ind ms an Anſwer | of our Prayers 2 LA | 
ons 10 8 : 


to +388 B 2. Fip, 


* 
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Firſt, Tnar we ſincerely and earneſtly defire. # 
good things at the Hands of God, to which, as 1 
have fhewn, a Set Form of Prayer conduceth. very 
much: | n 


1 
* 


Ax then, 
Srcondly, Ir is required alſo, that we truſt and 
depend upon God for his granting of them, c- 
cording to the Promiſes which he hath made. un- 
to us in Feſus Chriſt our Lord, And I verily be- 
lieve, that one great Reaſon why Men pray 10. ok- 
ten to no purpoſe, is, becavſe they do not take this 
courſe: But when they have done their Priyers, 
they have done with them, and concern themſelves 
no more about them, than as if they had never 
prayed at all. But how can we expect that God 
ſhould anſwer our Prayers when we our ſelves do 
not mind whether he anſwers them or no?” Nor 
believe and traſt upon him for it? For certainly 
truſting in God, as it is one of the higheſt Acts of 
Religion that we can perform, fo it is that which | 
ves Life and Vigour, Vertue and Efficacy to our 
rayers, without which we have no ground at all 
to expect they ſhould be. anſuered: For God.hay- 
ing promiſed to anſwer our Prayers, excejt- ve 
truſt on him for his performance of ſuch Promiſes, b 
we Jofe the Benefit of them, and by confequence 
our Prayers too. And therefbre, as ever we deſire 
that he ſhould grant us what we pray for, when | 
we have directed on Prayers to lim, we muſt ſtill | 
took up, Pfal: 5. 5 expecting and hoping for the rea | 
turn of them, | ws 


8 
. 
by 


— res. A ANC K 


7 i 


Now as this is a thing of greater conſequence, || 
ſo a Set Firm of Prayer is a, greater help to us in 
it; than it-is commonly thought to be. For if we 
hear. another utter à Prayer er temfere, which he 

erer 


. poſſibl 0 uſe ' 
d# 4 
* 9 7 ig - * 
199 , N 


of - the Conmon- Prayer. 11 
Mit gun 2 ot 02007 ON £69934 if akon Þ 
neyer ſaid, nor we heard before, nor ever Wil ds 
it again, it is much if he himſelf can remember 
the tenth part of What he ſaid; How much; lets 
can we that heard him, do it? And if we cannot poſ- 


fibly remember what we prayed for, How, is it poſ- 
ſible for us to expect ir at the Hands of God? or 


| to depend upon him for it? But now. it is quite 


otherwiſe when we uſe a Set Form of Prayer: For 
by this means, when we have prayed, we, can re- 
collect our ſelves, look over our Prayers again, either 
in a Book, or in our Minds, where they are im- 
printed; we can conſider diſtinctly what we Have 
asked at the Hands of God, and ſo ach our Faith 
and Confidence on him, for the granting every 
Petition we have put up unto him, according to 
the Promiſes which he hath made us to that pur- 
poſe. And as this is the ſureſt way whereby 
to obtain What we pray for, it 3 ne eds be 
the moſt, . Zdifying way of Praying that we Can 


; Tazsz Things being duly weighed, I ſhall now 
take it for granted, That the uſing a Farm in 
general in the public M orſpip of God, is agreeable 
to this Apoſtolical Rule, Let all Things be done to 
Zuhing; and ſo ſhall proceed to ſhew, That 


that. Form in particular, which our Cl urch hath 


appointed to be uſed upon ſuch Occaſtons, is ſo 


too For which end it is not neceſſary that I 


ſhould run: through every particular Word, Phraſe 
or Expreſſion in the -Gommon-Prayer, much leſs that 


1. ſhould vindicate and defend it from every little 


Exception, that Ignoranee and, Malice may make 


1 againſt ſomething in it. For nothing ever yet was, 


ill. But my BuſineG muſt be to prove, 


orrican be ſaid or written but ſomething or other 
may be ſaid or written againſt it, either 2 or 
hat the 

Form of Diuine Service contained in the Book, of 
Gmmon-Prayer, on now uſed in the 
2 0 
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of England, conduceth ſo much to the Edifying theſe | 
that uſe it, that it agrees exactly to. the Rule 
which the Apoſtle here preſcribes in that caſe! And 
this I ffrall demonſtrate from four Heads. 


' 
* 


i. From the Language. 1 
2. Font the Matter, er Sul ſtance of it: = 


-v 
»* „ P bl 
* 9.072610 B 
. * __ - . q a 


3+ From the Methid. And. 
4. From the Manrer of Iren m 


Fox if it be Edi5#g in all theſe ReſpeAs; irmuſd Þ 
needs be acknowledged to be fo in the whole. There 
being nothing in it bat what may be redaced to 
ſome” of theſe Heads, IN eee CON 


1 1 ati en ban 400 | 
Nrſt, TNTXIronR as to the · Langung:, you all 
know that the whole Service is performed in ese 
#h, the Vulgar and the common Language of tbe 
Nation, which every one underſtands, and ſo may 
he Edified by it. And this, indeed, is the Ground 
and Foumdation of all the Benefits that we ean 
poſſibly receive from our publick Prayers. And there- 
fore in the Church of Rome, the common People 1 
are made uncapable of being Zuffe by the. Pray 3 
ers of the Church, in that they are all made ian 
Latin, a Language vhich they do not underſtand. 
So that when they meet to-worſhip God, there 
are ſeldom any in the Congregation / that knows f 
what is ſaid there, except the Prieſt that reads it, 
and oftentimes not he neither: By which means 
they have no ſuch thing really amongſt them as 1 
' Common-Prayer. Neither is it poſſiblo for th& o- 7: 
mon People te be ever Huißedi by what i there 5 


faid, or done, except they could be once convnu- 44 
ced by it of the horrible abuſe which their Chusch 
puts upon them, in commanding all her La 0% 8 
LET: p s 1 4. , ' vy7 A Ty) vo- | . 


\ 
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Devotions to be performed in an unknown Tongno, 
Arey. only to the Rüle in my 2 


but 0 "he f this whole” Chapter. 


„B07 EG be Cod for it, it . with. us: 
= For ours rs traly Gmmon-Prayer ;| for it is written 
and _ in that Language which is common to all 
che egations in tie by and to e 
$ Perce i each Cong that alf rhe Peo- 
ple of the Eand, whatſoever Rank or Condition 
bey are of may Joyn together in the uſe of every 
rhing that is in it, and d be jointhy Eidifict b it: 
0 Eſpecially, conſidering that it is not only alt ur 
uſd FF Zn20/b, but in common and plain Engliſh, ſuch as 
ere we uſe in our common Diſcourſe wick one ano. 
to ther. There are no unufiial or obſolete Words, 
ho hard or uncouth Phraſes in it, but every thing 
rs expreſſed as clearly and ' plainly as 'Words can 


al a do it. 86 that the meaneſt Perſon in the Con- 


0s gregation, that underſtands but his Mother - Tongue 
tbe "I be Edified by it, as well as the greateſt Scholar: : 


nay 
4 * Bor' that which: is chiefly to be conſidered: in 
ean che 3 of the Gmmon- Prayer, is, that it is not 
re- common but proper too. Though the Words there 
ple a are Hut patch Words, yer they are fo uſedꝰ 


a | thr th expreſs the” things that are de- 
fn 2} fighned by" an Ilie I cotifeſs, Wey ſeem to be 
md. 5 "great matter at firſt fight; yet it is that with 
ere cout which ve might be ſübverted, by that which 
os was intended for our / Zdjfication. For impropricty 
it, of Speech in Mutters of Religion, hath given oc- 
ans cafion- to a, of moſts of the Schiſms, Errors and 
yas Hlereſies, chat ever infeſted-this, or any other urch, 
- 9 oaſtly be demonſtrated“ Hence che A- 
re poſtts e Timothy," A' Hum off ſound Audi, und 
yin- © eharg 12 to holt it faſt: Ti faſt ( ſaich he 

uch Mb des hound Fords - <ohich thou Gaſt heard 

lick if % 2 "Fin" on 75: en that eee 


* 


—— 
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g r2 
Worde, why, by, he alle — iy Divine Truth 
1155 ſound and proper; it — IE a 
- Notions and Opinions of the $ — eh 
be fo. And. certainly, if ever Lat was A Form 


7 found Words, compoled by Men ſince the A+ 
Common-Prayer may TEA 2 | 


poltles times, ou 

that Title; being: j all made ſuch, fic and 

proper, Er, ch ip FS ys and wholſome Wogds, yl, af — 
Id, faſt to them, thert 8 no 

a5 ag 5 ae in to: He —— or, Fc iſm. Fo they 

being duly C 

mg, and true Apprehenſio 


| 


our Chriſtian Religion, and 1o not only make us 


ſound, but build us up ſtrong and firm in our moſt 
Ho, F aith: So that conſidering the plainneſs and 


perſpicuity, the toundneſs, and propriety of Speech 


the Gommon-Prayer, i is, that all, Thin 
worded, alis moſt for the Euhuns of 1 e 


uſe i IC. To 12 712 541123 13 123 TI \ 4 


: And as the Words in the 888 are all 
as Edifying as Words can be, ſo in the ſecond place, 
is the Matter expreſſed by thoſe, Words. For there 
is, nothing in it, but 4 is neceſſary for 2 Ed 
2 and; al, ching that are, or Thy for our 

Elificatien, are plainly. » it. — irt, 1 is 
nothing in our Liturgy; bar what) 45 ana for our 
Elification.. There. arena fucks: Fables in A or, End- 
leſs Genealegies;" which (as the Apoſtle faith ) A- 
niſten LD rather than ' Godly Adiſying, which is 
in Fiith, 1 Tim. 1. 44 There are none of thoſe 
vain Diſputations, and impertinent Controverſies, Which 

ave of: late been raiſed in the — its great 


Diſturbance, rather then its Edification. , There — 
no new Opinions, nor airy 8 — in it, which 
ſerve only to tickle Mens 


Fancies, and ſo divert their Thoughts: from what 
they are about. Look it all over without * | 
an 


which is uſed in ir, the leaſt that can he, ſaid of | 
in it are ſo 


and pleaſe their N 


i a 0 — _- « „ «a = 


— — — — * =— a 
- — + "IL * 


„nee 


Nhe , 2 4 
rticles I 


0 
— 
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and. Partiality, conſider ſericully every thing that 
is in it, and you will find nathing aſſarted, but 
what is conſdnant to God's Word, nothing prayed 
for, but according. to his Promiſe, nothing required 
as a Duty, but what is agreeable to his Commands, 
nothing ſaid or done, but what is grave and ſober, 
ſolemn. and ſubſtantial; nothing but what becomes 
the Worſhip of our Great and Almighty Creator. 
And therefore, nothing but what we may ſome way 


N or other be Edifed by it. 


Axp as there is nothing in it, but what is Edi 


4 ze, ſo all Things that are or can be 'Edifying, are 

1 3 25 For nothing can be neceſſary to Elite, and 
make us ſolid and. perfect Chriſtians, but what is ne- 
ceſſary either to be bel ued, or dune, or elſe obrained 


by us. But there is nothing neceſſary to be known 
or believed, but we are taught it; nothing neceſſary 
to. be done, but we are emjoined in it; nothing ne- 


ceſſary to be obtained, but we pray for it in our pub- , 
* bck of Divine Service. 


egy ods [is Ic, tis £ ran n AL 
Fon firſt, As to, thoſe things which are 8 
to be known, or believed, it is acknowledged by all 
Prot-ftants,. that they are fully contained in. the Ho- 
hv. Scrittures, which make a great, if not the great- 
eſt part of our Divine. Service; and are conſtantly 


I ſtament once, and the New thrice every. Har. And 


all the Fundamental Articles of our Chriſtlan Fauth, 
revealed in the Holy Scriptures, being briefly ſum- 
med up in the Apoſtles Creed ; that we may be ſure 
to keep them always in our, Minds, we have that 


ted read, and repeated always once, and moſt com- 
monly twice every day in the Jean, And ſceing 


the Godhead, of our Bleſſed Saviour, the Founda- 
tion of our whole Religion, hath been, and till is 
denied by ſome, leſt we ſhauld. be led away with 


e e the ee every; Pundg7 yank Holy 
S955 al | * 


of the Cnnmon· Praher. 
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day we read the Nicene Creed, wherein the God: 
head, both of the Son and Hol Ghoſt, is aſſert- 
ed and explained. And that we may not enter- 
tain any Erroneous Opinions concerning the moſt 
Holy Trinity, or the Incarnation of the don of God, 
but the true Catholick Faith whole, and undefiled, 
upon certain days every Year, we read that which 
is commonly called, The Greed of St. Athanaſius, 


moſt proper and oat terms that they are ca- 
pablo of. 


Au as al thing eser to be believed, are 
ſummarily contained in the Three Greeds, ſo they are 
"TO explained in the other parts of our Li- 

; Infomuch, that it would be fei to frame a 

cs Body of Divin 3 of the Words there u- 
ſed : At leaſt of all ſuch things as are needful for 
any Man in the World to be eve or hg in or- 
der to his Bernal —— 


Tux fame may be ſaid, 1 * all thoſe dm 
which we ought: to do: For, as we here do What- 
ſoever is neerſfary to be done, in order to our Wor- 
ſhip of God in this place, ſo we here are taught 
whatſoever i is neceſſary to be learnt, in order to our 
ſerving God in all other places. So that no Man 
that frequents our publick Con ions, where the 
CGmmon-Prayer is uſed, can ever cad Ignorance of 
any one Doty whatſoever : For if it be not his'own 
Fault, he may there be inſtructed in "4 thing 
which he "that made fm requires of him. For here" 
as I obſerved before, we conſtantly read the Ho- 
ly Scripture, which as the Apoſtle faith, I . 
ble. for Doctrine, for- Repyoof, far Correftion, for Inftru 


e, th firufted unto. 4 good Works 

570 16, 18 Ne ſeeing it 1 pleaſed Mag telt 

High God to ent bis whole "Will, and by con- 
ſequence 


C2 * n g * * 
* 8 EW + 


wherein thoſe great Myſteries are unfolded, in the 


on in Rightecuſnefs, that the Man of God, 2 1 Kor, J 
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we read them conſtantly every Sunday and Holy- 
day throughout the whole Lear: By which means 
every one, that doth not wilfully ſhut his Eyes, may 
clearly ſee, and fully underſta is whole Duty, 
both to God and Aan. Eſpecially conſidering that 
in your Prayers themſelves alſo, there is frequent 
mention made of all thoſe Vices which ought to be 
avoided, and of all thoſe good Works which ought 
to be performed by us. So that we. can never come 
to Church, but we are. ſtill Put in mind, both of what 
ve ought, and what we ought not to do, that we may 
be ſaved, Fenn, "4 
Arp then, as there is nothing neceſſary to be 
known, or done, but we are taught it; ſo neither is 
there any thing neceſſary to be obtained, to make us 
either Holy, or Happy, but we pray for it in the 
Common Prayer. For here we have the Lordi Prayer, 
a Prayer compoſed by Wiſdom it ſelf ; and there- 
fore it muſt needs be the moſt perfect and Divine 
Prayer that ever was made. Neither do we uſe it on- 
ly once, but in every diſtinct Service of the Church, 
in our Prayers before we read the Holy Scripture, 
and in our Prayers after ; towards the end of the 
Litany, and in the beginning of the mmunion Ser- 
vice, and in every Office of the Church beſides. And 


the reaſon is, becauſe although our Saviour hath not 


forbidden us to uſe any other Prayer, yet he hath 
.expreſly commanded us to ſay this, whenſoever we 
pray. And therefore, in obedience to his Com- 
mand, our Church hath wiſely ordered, that in all, 
and in every Solemn Addreſs. that we make to the 
moſt High God, we always ſay this Prayer, leſt o- 
therwiſe, by our Tranſgreſſon of his Command, in 
omitting this, we make all our other Prayers to be 
ineffectual. And beſides, by the conſtant uſe of this 

dur other Prayers, we are always ſure to uſe 


dne Prayer, boch ablolucly perfect in ir lh and 


ſequence our Duty, in the Ten Gommandments,, hence 
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{peak unto God in his own Words, and fo may be 
according to lis own Will. 

Ayp though all things neceſſary for us be vie- 
3 | | | 
in Conformity to the Catholick and Apoſtolical, hath 


there is nothing Evil, or Hurtful for us, but we 
pray againſt it; nothing Good, or Uſeful, but we 
pray for it. There is no Vice, or Luſt, but we de- 
ire it may be fuhdued under us: No Grace or 
Vertue, but we pray it may be plantzd and grow 
in us. Irtſomuch, that ff we do but conſtantly and 
ſincerely pray over all thoſe Prayers, and ſtedfaſtly 
believe and truſt in *Ged ſor his anſwering of them, 
and ſo obtain What we there pray for, we cannot 
but be as real and true Saints, as happy and bleſ- 
ſed Creatures, as it is poſſible for us to be in this 
World. Neither do we here pray for our ſelves 
only, but according to the Apoſtle's Advice, we 
ma Heßplicationt, rayers, Interet ſſiuns, and giting of 
- Thanks for aff Men ; yea, for our ten Enemies, as 
'Qur Saviour hath commanded us, Mai. 5. 44. And 
what can be defired more than all this, tv make 
the Matter of the Commnmon-Prayer Edifying, either 
to our ſel ves or others? Nothing — ut Truth 
and Sincetity of Heart in the uſing of it. 


I carnot paſs from this Head, before I have ob- 
6 | concerning the 


ſeryed one thing more unto 79 


* 
Prayers in general, and that is, Phat they are not 
carried on in one continued Diſcourſe, but divided 
into many ſttort Prayers, or Collects, fuck as that 
3 1 


moſt acceptable unto him, to whom we pray; it 
being 4 Prayer of his \vwn' Compoſure: So that we 


confident, that we ask nottning of him, but exacthy 


contained in the Lord. Prayer, yet out Chureh, 


. good to add ſome other Prayers, in which 
the ſame things ate more particularly expreffed and 
defired, at the hands of our great and moft boun- 
tiful Benefactor. All which are fo contrived, that 


& * 
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ö due Appre henſions of his Greatnefs and 61 


4 kin of necefhity to break off foln 
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is, which our Lord. himſelf compoſed. 3 and char - 
might be one Reaſon, wh-refore our, Churcii ſo op. 
dered it, that ſo mne night follow . our Lord's EN 


ample in ie, ho beſt Knew what, kind; of Paiyers | | | 


were fittclt, for us to ule. | And indeed, we. tangor 
bur all gad, by our own Experience, how | dificule 
ti, to keep our Ninds long intent upon any thing; 
nuch more upon ſo great things. as the Qnject; adi 
Subject of our Prayers = „ but do. what; we chi 
e are ſtill liable re Diſtractions So that there 
ſr. ; #OINGT ReS th Rye: 
our ſelves a breathing time, that eie fende dr | 
vg, logſned For, a „ts they den viik mate geld, 
aud fes Danger of Diſtr: on, be., tied Up; agu, 


it is neceſſary they ſhould be, all the while hat 


we ate actually praying to the Supreme Boing of the 
„ EG oots 404 Wb oc 


n $20 --.1 It 21:3: yaw 
Biss, that, in order to the performing our De- 


votions aright to the moſt High God, id is ne- 
N 1 


eſſary that our Souls be. poſſeſſed all alaug with 
To which dane, our ſhort Prayers, contribute 
very much , For eyery one of them beginning 
with ſome of the Properties or Perfections of God, 
and ſo ſuggeſtivg to our Minds r ght Apprehenſi- 
ons of, him at firſt, it is eaſy to preſerve tliem 
in our Minds during the ſpace of a ſhort Prayer, 
wich in a long one would be apt to. ſcatter and 
mn „ e ol, Ce AI 
: 8 X D 
Bur that which I look upon as one of the 
principal Reaſons, why our fabi Devotions are, 


4 and 10uld be divided into ſhort, Collects is this * 


Our Bleſſed Saviour, we know, hath often told us, 
That whatſoever we ask in his Name, we all 
reecive : And fo hath directed us in all our Pray- 
ers to make uſe of his Name, and to ask nothing 
but upon the Account 2 his Merit and Mediati- 

#4 | | | on 


20 
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on for us; upon which all our Hopes and Ex. 
— from God do wholly and ede depend. 
ace therefore, ( as ir always was, ſo ) it cannot 
but be Judged neceſſary, that the Name of Chriſt 
be frequently inferted in our Prayers, that ſo we 
may lift up our Hearts unto him, and act our Faith 
upon him for our obtaining the good things we 
pray for. And ſo we'ſee it is in the Common- 
Prayer, for whatſoeyer it is we ask of God, we pre- 
ſently add, Throngh Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, or ſome- 
thing to that purpoſe. ' A 
cording to our Lord's Direction, even in his Name 
And this is the reaſon that makes our Prayers ſo 
Mort: for take away the Concluſion of every Col.- 
le& or Prayer, In the Name of Chrift, and you may 
join them all together, and make them but as one 
continued Prayer. But this would be to offer 
manifeſt Violence to the Prayers, by taking a- 
way that which gives them all their Force and 
Energy 
poſes for which they are uſed. For certainly 
the asking all things in the Name of Chriſt, as 
we do in the Gmmon- Prayer, is the only way 
whereby to obtain what we defire, and by 
_ the moſt Euiſhing Way of Praying in the 
World. | 


. 
: 


Tax next thing to be conſidered in the Common- f 
thod, which is admirable, and as Z. 


Proyer, is the ch is adr x 
«ifying, if poſſible, as the Matter it ſelf. This none 
can deny, that doth but fully underſtand, and feri- 
ouſly conſider of it. Which therefore, that you may 
all do, 1 ſhall briefly run through the whole, and 
give you what Light I can into it, that you may 
clearly ſee, not only the Reaſonableneſs, but the Ex- 
a e ll es 
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E. And fo. ask nothing but ac-“ 


, and ſo making them ineffectual to the pur- 


conſe- 


lift up his E unte 
ploring his Aid and Aſſiſtance in the Performance 


of the Commou- Prayer. 21 


Fox which purpoſe I ſhall inſtance only in ſuch 
things which offer themſelves at firſt fight, to any 


* 


one thät doch. but caſt | bis Eye” ufd i:. 


Lr us therefore ſuppoſe a Congregation of fo-, 


ber and devout Chriſtians ( ſuch, as we all ſhould 
be) met together to perform their publick Dey 

tions to Almighry God; every. one of which bach 
me priyately unto him already, im- 


of ſo, great a Work, and {© are all now ready to 


ſet about it. T 


Taz firſt thing we do, is to Read ſome Sexten= 
cs of Holy Scripture, that fo we may begin our 
Devotions unto God in his own Words. And they, 
are all ſuch Sentences as put us in mind of our ſins 
againſt him, and of his , promiſe to pardon them if 
we do 27 a : That fo we may preſent and car- 

y 


ry our ſelyes with that Reverence and God! Fear, 


before him, as becometh thoſe - who are ſenſible of 
their own Vileneſs and Unworthineſs to approach ſo 
great a Majeſty : And likewiſe, with that Faith 
and humble Confidence, which becometh thoſe who 
believe, that he upon qur Repentance will pardon 
our Sins, and accept both our Perſons. and Perfor- 


mances, according to the Promiſes which, he hathy 
made unto us. „ Ter 


Tux follows a grave Exbortation, concerning tlie 


end of our preſent Aſſembling, which is of great 
Uſe, and ought never to be omitted. For Men 
generally are apt to -ruſh into the Preſence of God, 
without, eyer confidering what, they go abort. 
Whereas, this , Exhortation puts us upon conſider- 
ing the greatneſs of the Work which we are now 
ingaged in, and fo OR our Thoug hts, 

| 71 | and 
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2 Freparing our ſelves for the due performance 
of it. | 4 
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\. Our Minds being thins brought into a right Frame 
and Temper for it, we alt, borh Miniſter and Peo- 
ple, proſtrate our ſelves before the moſt high God, 
Confeſſing upon our Knees, the manifold Sins and 
Wickedneſs that we have committed againſt him. 
Which Cerfiffon is ſo contrived, that all,, and e- 
very Perſon in any Congregation whatſoever, may 
join in it. For it runs in general Terms: And 
yet ſo too, that every particular Perſon may and 
ought in his own mind to confeſs and acknowledge 
his own Sins, which he knows himſelf to be guil- 
ty ot. As where we ſay, We have left undone thoſe 


inge which ave ought to have Cone, and we have done 


thoſe things which wwe ought rot to ave done. At 
the ſaying of this 'every one ſhould call his own, Sins 


to remembrance, and what Duties he knows Hini- 


ſelf ro have omitted, and what Vices he knows him- 


ſelf to have committed, and confeſs. them according - 


ly unto. God, And when we have thus confeſſed our 
Sins to God, we preſently implore his Mercy in the 
pardon of them, and his Grace, that for the future 
we may forſake them. | 5 


Axp whilſt we are thus upon our Knees, hum- 
bly confeſſing and bewailing our Sins © before the 
Lord our God, the 'Minifter' ftatids up, and in the 
Name of God, declares and pronounceth to all 
thoſe who truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his 
Goſpel, The Alſolution and Remiſſton of ali their Sirs 
Which though ſpokew alſo in general Terms, yet 
every particular Perſon there 778 ought 10 ap- 
ply it to himſelf, ſo as to be fully perfuaded in his 


own mind, that it he doth but fiacerely repent, and 
delieve the Goſpel, he is perfectly abſolved from all 
his Sins by God himſelf, according to the Promiſes 

of D499 dee from Of Dilk fil Lone: 
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hich he hath, ds ip e Bel WP 


our Lord * ves i 


- AND now looking | upon our altes 7 al olucd 
from our Sins, upon our Repentance ap Fa 
Chrift, and by conſequence, .as. reconciled va Gol 
we take the boldneſs to call him, Father, hum 


addreſſing: our ſelves to him in that . Divine | nk Fr 
Prayer which he himſelt hath given us. hich 


done, we lift up our Hearts. ap Votes; unto. God 
for his Aſſiſtance of us in what we Jo, if in "the 


words of David, the Miniſter crying out, PL Lord, 


thou our Lips, and the People e „ And 
our Mouths ſball ſbew forth thy Praſſe. Th Mi- 


niſter again, O God male ſpeed to ſave PA the Peo- 


ple, © Lord, make haſt to belp us. And them im- 
mediately we all lift up our Bodies to ſtand upon 
our Feet, and ſo put our, ſelves into a- poſture. 
of Praiſing and Magnifying | the Eternal God, Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Ghoſt, for his infinite Good- 
neſs and Mercy towards by ; for which purpole 
the Miniſter firſt ſaith, or ſings, the Gloria Pairi, 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to ile 
Holy Ghoſt; and the People to ſhew their On- 
ſcar, anſwer, As it, was in the Begining, is now, 
and ever hall be World. without end. Amen. 

cis to be ; cnqugh, the Miniſter 


2 and the People anſwer, 

aiſed; and then we go on to Wer Ba 5 2 
ge er, ſaying, or ſinging, the N 1 Pſalm, 
enite exultemus Domino, O come let us ſing 9s 
the | Lord, let u yams rijoice in the fireng: 
Salvation, &c..- roceed to, the Fae ap Ins 
pointed for the = _ Ch, 


frer every one 
to teſtify. our Belief in the * ace "Yin Ya 


and our acknowledgment of that pans ve aud 
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Goodneſs, which every, one of thoſe Divine Perſons 
hath manifeſted to us, we repeat that incomparable 
Hymn, Glory be to the Father, &c. . 


_ Our Hearts being thus raiſed up to God in 
pratling and admiring of him, we are now in a fit 
Temper and Diſpoſition to hear what he fhall 
- ſpeak unto us. And therefore haye a Chapter read 
out of the Old Teftament'; and that in its ordinary 
courſe, except upon Sundays and Holydays, when 
more people attending the publick Worſhip of God, 
than can conveniently come upon other days, we 
read ſome ſelect CA proper for the 'day, and 
ſuch as is Judged moſt edfying to all that are there 
; preſent. And having thus heard God ſpeaking unro 
us in his Holy Word, we preſently fall upon prai- 
ſing of him again, for ſo. unfpedkable a Mercy, 
faying, or ſinging in the Morning, the Je Deum, 
one of the mot Heavenly and Seraphick Hymns 
that was ever compoſed by Men : Or elſe, the Song 
of the three Children, which is nothing but a Para- 
braſe upon that which David ſang ſo often upon 
Farth, and which the Holy Angel. ſing continual- 
ly in Heaven, even Hallilujah, Praiſe ye the Lird. 
 Wherein ve 1 all ſenſtble how tar ſhort we 
our ſelves come of praiſing God ſt fficiently, we call 
upon, all the Creatures of the World to do it, BÞ/s 
ye the Lord, praiſe him and magniße kim fer ever. 
In rhe Afternoon, we 'fing either the Magnificat, or 
elle the Ninety eighth Pſalm, beth which being taken 
out of God's own Word, cannot but be very plea- 
ſing and acceptable unto him. | | 
GAY \ \ 


Arz this, our Souls being got upon the Wing 
 apain, and ſoaring aloft in the Contemplation of the 
„Biene PerfeQtions, we are net rightly qualified to 
* hear and receive: the Sublime Myſteries off the 69 
"2. And therefore have à Chapter read to us out of 
the New-T\ eftament. After Wich, we being revived 
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$ with the good tidings of the Goſpel, and filled with 
c admiration at the infinite Goodneſs of God therein 
| revealed to us, We break forth again into Praiſing 
and Adoring of him, in the Song of Zachayias, or 1 
elſe the hundredth Pſalm, in the Morning; and at 
Evening, either the Sixty ſeventh Pſalm, or elſe the 
Song of Old Simcon, ſtill concluding with Gloria 
Patri. | 


of God read to us, and expreſſed our Thankfulnefs 
unto him for it, to ſignify our Aﬀent, not only to 
what we have heard, but to the whole Scripture, we 
all with one Heart and Voice repeat the Apoſtles 
| Creed, wherein the Sum and Subſtance of it is con- 
i- tained. And ſo profeſs our ſelves to continue in the 
55 number of Chriſt's Diſciples, and that as we were at 
2 firſt Baptized, ſo we ſtill believe in the Name of 
18 the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, God Bleſſed for 


'g EVYErmore. 
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l Now having thus heard fome part of the Word 
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on ' H1TmzrTo we have been moſtly taken up with j 
I- Confoſſing our Sins to God, imploring his Mercy in [ 
d. the Pardon of them, bearing his moſt Holy Word, 
e acknowledging his Goodneſs to us, and praiſing and 
11 magnifying his Name for it. By which means, ex- 1 
ſs cept we haye been entreamly wanting to our ſclves, 
r. our Hearts cannot but be ſo united and fixed upon 
dr God, thut we are now rightly 7777 5 make known 
en our Wants, and preſent our Petitions before him. 7 
a- This therefore is the next thing we ſet upon: But | 


ſceing that neither Miniſter nor People can poſſibl 
do it aright, without the Aſſiſtance of God Rimſt A 

1g therefore each of them firſt pray for his ſpecial Pre- 
ne Fence with the ether. The one ſaying, The Lord be 
to | ©:#h yen, the other, And with Hy' 9 5 And then 
b/- immediately falling down upon dur Knees; we A- 
of | \ dore and Supplicate each Perſon of the moſt Bleſſed 
ed _ Trhuiry to have mercy upon ns, * Lord have mercy up- 
F '£ - T 7 7 . . on 
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en ut, Chriſt have meycy upon. us, Lord bave mercy up- 
on 25 After which Ye Addreſs our ſelves to Ga 
in the Words that he hath put into cur Mouths, 
ſaying the Lord's Prayer; which ended, the Miniſter 
and People, by turns lift up their Hearts. to God. in 
ſome, ſhort and heavenly Ezaculations, ſtriving. as it 
were to out-vye each other in prevailing with the Al- 
mighty to pour down his Bleſſings upon us. And 
then, in an humble and. ſolemm manner; we join 
together in ſupplicating his Divine Majeſty for his 
Grace and Favour, his Defence and Protection, his 
Mercy and Bleſſing, for our ſclves, for the King, for 
oy, Royal Family, for his Church, and for all Man- 


, AND thus we do ordinarily. in the Collects appoin: 
ted for that, purpoſ ee. 

BuT upon Wedneſdays and Fridays (upon which 
days the Primitive Church uſed to — Weir more 
than ordinary Devotions) as alſo upon the Lord - Da 
in the Morning, we do it in the Litany, and in ſuc 
a Litany as comprehends all, and every thing that we 
can ever need to deſire of Almighty God, either for 

wif eli %% 


Ar rRR this, upon Sundays and Holy-days, we pro- 
ceed to the Communion Service : And therefore, ap- 
proaching to the Lord's Table, we begin it with his 
own Prayer. And after another ſhort. Prayer to God 
to cleanſe the Thoughts of our Hearts by the Inſpi- 
Tation of his Hol . we read the Ten Command- 
nens, which he hath; enjoyn'd us to obſerve; and 
after ever mandment we ask God Mercy for our 
Tranſgreſſion thereof, for the time paſt, and Grace 
to keep, the ſame for. the time to come; ſaying, 
Tord have Mercy upon ws, and incline. our Hearts to keep 
this Law. And then, - after a Prayer for the Kine, 

and the Collect for the day, we read the Eiſil and 


Goſpel, 


a SB SO Oe / coo. —_ 


bv of. the Cammon- Prayer. * 27 


Gaſpel, that is, moſt commonly, a ſhort, Paragraph 
taken out of the Cananical Epiſtles, and another out 
of onc of the Holy Goſpels, winch was the antient 
way of reading the Scripture, before it wes divided 
imo Chapters And we do it now to prepare us the 
better for the Communion of the Body and Bleod 
of Chriſt, therein revealed to us. But ſeeing we nei- 
ther do, nor can read over the whole, we repeat 
the ſubſtance of it in the Nicene. Geed, which it is 
very neceſſary we ſhould do at this time, that fo 
we may - demonſtrate, our ſelves to be Chriſtians, 
and ſo capable of | receiving the moſt holy m- 
mui, % Jo 2 % % % I as gries3t9iqof 
100124 I, gre rei gog00 » 38819 22850 

He that all this while hath employed himſelf as 
he .ought, to do in the Service of our Church, can- 
not but find - himſelf ſtrangely edißed by it. Yet. 
howſoever, that nothing may de wanting that may 
any, way conduce. to our Ezific ation, after the Nicens, 
Greed, our Church hath appointed a | Herman to be 
reached, which if ſound, plain and practical, as it 
ought to be, cannot but be, very edifying too. 


þ 4 | LS 0 1 
And now we may be well ſuppoſed to be ſo. 
far Edified, as to be raiſed up to the higheſt pitch 
of Deyotion that we. can arrive at in this World, 
and ſo are fit to be admitted to the  bigheft Ordi- 
nance of the Church, the Sacrament of the Lor ['s. 
Supper. And therefore we now betake ſelves - 
to it. But that we may not appear before our. 
Lord empty, we firſt otter up ſomething to him 
of what he hath beſtowed upon us, to be diſtoſ-d 
of to Pious and Charitable Uſes; teſtifying thereby 
our acknowledgment of his Goadneſs to us, and 
that we have nathing but what we receive from 
him. And to excite and encourage us to do this, 
al the while that we are offering, we; have ſome” 
ſelect Sentences; of, Scripture. read, to. us, wherein 
God either 'commgnds üs to be Charitable, ar elle 
: pro- 


* - 


wo 
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promiſeth a Bleſſing to thoſe that are ſo. And 
ten we pray fer CH whole Church Militant here 
on Earth, whereby we profeſs our ſelves to be feal 
Members cf it, and deſiröus to hold Commuhion 
with it in Chriſts Myſtical Body and Blood. Ant 
ſo we proceed to the celebration of it; in which 
the Method is ſo clear, ſo apparently Edifying, that 
* not ſay any thing of it. Büt ſhall only 
wet ans e ee e 

N, Tat the Hrinmem of the Toi: Hiper, 
4 the Rigben Myktery in all chr Religion, as 
Repreſenting the Death of the Son of God to us, 


henge that place where the Cacrament is Admini- 
fired, We 


Ws aliays made and reputed the © higheſt 
place in the Church- And therefore” alſo it was 
wont to be ſeparated from the reft of the Church 
by, Skreen or Partition of Net- work, in Latin 

neelſl, and that ſo peneralYy, deer For thence 
the 2 ir ſelf is called the Chanel. That this 
wis antleintly obſerved in the Building of all con- 
ſiderable Chrches (for I fpedk not of private Ora- 
tories or Chapels). within few Centuries after the 
Apoſtles themſdlves, even in the days of Conſtantine 
the Great, aß well as in all Ages ſince, I could 
eaſily demonſtrate from the Records of thoſe Times. 
But having purpoſely waved , Antiquity hitherto, I 
am Joath' to trouble you with it now. But J men- 
tio lit art preſent, only * becaufe ſome perhaps may 
wonder "why. this ſhould be obſerred in our Church, 
rather than in all tHe other Churches which have 
deen lately built in this City, Whereas they ſhould 
rather wonder, why it was not obſerved in all o- 
thers as well as this. For befides our Obligations 
to conform as much as nity be to the Practice of 
the Univerſal N and * avoid 1 = 
Singularity in all things relating ro the Worſhip 
of God: it cannot be 5 caſily imagin'd, that the 
Cutbolict Gharch in all Ages and Places for 13 or 
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1400 Vears together, ſhould, abſerve ſuch a Cuſtom 
as this, except there were great Reaſons for it. 
. £33; 19 

Wuar they were, it is not neceſſary for us to 
enquire now. It may be ſufficient to obſeryc at pre- 
ſent, that the Chance] in our Chriſtian Churches 
was always looked upon, as anſwerable to the Holy 
of Holies in the Temple, which, you know, was ſe- 
ated. from the San or Body of the Temple, 
* Command of God himſelf. And that this 
place being appropriated to the Sacrament. of the 
Lord's Supper, it gaght to be contrived, as may be 
moſt convenient for thoſe who arg to partake of that 


Bleſſed Ordinance. But it muſt needs be more con- 
venient for thoſe who are to enjoy Communion with 
Chriſt, and in him with one another, in this Holy 
Sacrament, to meet together, as one Body, in one 
Place, ſeparated for that purpoſe, than to be diſper- 
ſed, as otherwiſe they would be, ſome in one and 
ſome in another part of the Church. Or in ſhorr, 
it is much better for the place to be ſeparate, than 
the People. 101. I 60 1 .1 St 
Furthermore, IT is not only convenient, hut in ſome 
Senſe neceſſary, for every. Communicant to obſerve 
and take ſpecial Notice of the ſeveral Circumſtances 
which our Lord hath ordained; to be uſed in this 
Sacrament, as the Breaking of the Bread, and the 
Conſecrating both that and the Wine, to repreſenc 
his Death, the breaking of his Body, and the ſhed- 
ding of his Blood for our Sins; that ſo our Hearts 
may be the more affected with it, and by conſe- 
quence our Souls more Edified by it. But this can- 
not be fo well done, except there be a place ſet a- 
part for it, where they may all be placed, about or 
near the Communion.- Table, and (o behold what is 
there done at the, Conſecration of the Elements. 
Hence alſo it is, that the Seats there; are aud ought 
o be fo ordered, that all that are in them may ill 
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look that way, and contemplate upon theit 'Rlefſed 
Saviour, there ' evidently forth as crucified for 
them. _ ; f — 
De 1 : A 
Tx other thing that I would Ybſctve unte you 
concerning the Hoh Communion, is this, that our 
Church requirerh,” or at leaſt ſuppoſeth it to be ad- 
miniſtred every Lord's Day, and every Holy-day 
throughout the Year,” as it was in the Primitive 
Church For that is" the Reaſbn that the Come- 
n Service" is appointed” to be uſed upon all -fuch 
Days, and to be read at? the! Commurion Fable, 
that ſo the Mitiſter may de there ready to Admi- 
niſter it unto all that defive to partake of it: Which 
ſhews the great Care that our Church hath of all 
her Members, that they migbt be cdied and con- 
Fred in the Faith 5 to which nothing contributes 
more, than freuen Communion ' at our Lord's Table. 
Which if People could once be perſuaded to, they 
would won find greiter Benefit by it than I can 
expreſs, or they themſelves, till then, f. 1 
ſhall ſay no more of it at preſent, but only this, 
That I am fo ſenſible of what I now ſay, that 
could I be ſure to have a ſufficient Number of Com- 
municants, I ſhould be heartily glad to Adminiſter 
the Holy Sacrament every Fords Day, both for their 
- akes, and my ow too. 3 abe 
þ Rag de d 21 10 YMNZ6S10 307] 2?F. „een. 
. 2'Tavs I have given you a ſhort Scheme of that 
Excellent Method wherein our Divine 'Serotce is 
performed; which whoſoever rightly conſiders, will 
need no other Argument to convince him, that it 
is, according to the Apoſtle's Rule, very Edifying in- 
deed.” The laſt thing to be cenfidered in it, is the 
Manner of its Performance; by which I mein on} 
the leveral Poſtures of the Body, as ſtanding and 
kneeling, which” are uſed in it: fot they are alſo 
done to Ediſying. | . 
e Waits 
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Wurz we ſay or ng the Vymmnt or Pſalms to 
the Praiſe and Glory of! God, ue ſtand up, not 
only to ſignifie, but to excite the Ele vation of our 
Minds at that time, For as on the one hand, if gur 
Souls be really lift up in the [Praiſes gf, God, our 
Bodies will naturally lift up themſelues, to,..accom- . 
pany them as far as they cun towards. Heaven; ſa 
on the: orher hand,; the raiſing ug of our Bodics, 
helps towards the raiſing up of our Souls too, by 
tting us in mind af that High and Heayenly 
Vork we! are now àbaut; wherein, , accordiug to. 
our - weak Capacities, we; join with the Choir of 
Heaven in praiſing God now, as we hope to do it 
for evermore. For this Cauſe alſo we fland at the 
Greeds, for they being Confeſſions af our Faith in 
God, as ſuch they come under the proper Notions , 
of Hymns, or Songs of Praiſe to him, All our 
praiſing God being really nothing gfe, but our con- 
feſſing and acknowledging him to be what he is in 


fi 1 x 


himſelf and to us. Aud beſides that, by our landing | 
at the Creeds and Goſpels, we ſignifie our Aſſent 


unto them, and our readineſs to detend them to the 
utmoſt of our Power, againſt all Oppoſition, what-, 
ſoever. And as for the Goſpels particularly, they 
eontain the very Acts which, our Lord did, and 
the very Words which he ſpake when he was up- 
on Earth; and therefore we who. profeſ liim to 
be our Lord and Maſter, cannot ſurely. but and up, 
when we hear him ſpeaking, and liſten, diligently 
to thoſe: gracious Words which proceed out of lis 
Divine Mouth. | c 
69; ö 'Us 0 2400 15923. er i e bod 
Axp as when we praiſe. God, we: Tae up our 
ſelves as bigh as we can towards Heaven, ſo when 
we pray unto bim, we fall down as low ,as we can 
towards the Earth, not daring to preſent our Su 
plications to the abſolute Monarch of the ubeſe 
World, any other ways = upon eur Aees. . Which 
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is ſo proper, fo natural a Poſture of Supplicants 
tllat if all: Men would but duly conſider . 


do when they pray to Es per ri pen N 
them to Aue at that 


need never have commande 
time. For they could not choaſe but do it: Na, 
not although the place where they are, ſhould 
ſeem never ſo inconvenient for it. For we find our 
bleſſed. Saviour himſelf knetling at his Prayer in the 
Barden, upon the bare Ground. Luk. 22:47. and St. 


Paul upon the Sea: ſbore, where he could have no 


other Cuſhion but Stones or Sand, Act, 21. 5. Howſo- 
ever, to take off all thoſe little Excuſes that Men 
are apt to make for themſelves in this caſe, the 
Seats in this Church are ſo diſpoſed, and all things 
ſo prepared in them, that there can be no Incon- 
venience at all in it, but rather all the Conveni- 
ences for Kneeling that Can be deſired. And there. 
fore if any one of you ſhall neglect to kneel, while 


the Prayers are read, they will give us too much 


Cauſe to call their Religion into Queſtion, or to 
ſuſpe& they have none at all. For if they had, 
they durſt not, they could not offer ſach a mani- 
| feſt Aﬀeront to the great Creator of the World, as to 
carry themſelves no otherwiſe , while they pray to 
him, than as if they | were converſing with . their 
Fellow Creatures. But why do. I {peak of their 
praying unto God ! It is too much to bo feared 
they do not pray at all, nor come to Church for 
any better purpoſe, than only to ſee and be ſeen. 
IT am ſure they perform no Act of external Wor- 
ſhip of Adoration unto God, nor ſhew him that 
Reſpect and Reverence which is due unto him; 
and ſo give very great Offence to all pious and 
JET 3 rec Tr ar Ro6 
Warzrzas if all and every Perſon in the Con- 
| regation would always be upon their Knees, while 
they pur up their Petitions to the moſt High God, 


whit a mighty Advantage would this. be, not * 


tion alſo would 
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to every one in particular, but to the whole Con- 

gregation in general? For as every one would by 

this means — his Heart more ſtedfaſt in the 

true Fear and Dread of God, and likewiſe more 
certainly obtain the good things he prays tor, as the 

Fathers frequently aſſert, ſo the whole Congrega- 

bn very much edited by it. For by 

this means we ſhould excite and inflame each o- 
thers Devotions, confirm and ſtrengthen one an- 
others Faith, and convince both our ſelves and all 
that ſee us, that Religion is indeed a ſerious thing; 
and that we belicve it to be ſo, by our ferving 
God with ſo much Revcrence and godly Fear, as this 
humble Poſture repreſenteth. And therefore as you 
tender the Love of God, the Credit of Religion, 
or the Salvation of your own Souls, I beſeech you 

all, in the Name of him who made you, that 
whenſoever you come hither to pray unto him, 
you do it in that awful, lowly, and folemn man- 
ner, which our Church commandeth, and as be- 
cometh Creatures, when you ſpeak to your Great: 
and Almighty Creator ; that ſo you may give true 
Worſhip and Honour unto him, and alſo receive 
that Benefit and Zaification to your ſelves, which he 
hath promiſed, and you expe from your publicł 

Prayers. This being certainly the moſt Eci/y'ng 
Poſture that you can pothbly uſe upon ſuch Occa- 
ſions. 2 


From what hath been hitherto diſcourſed con- 
cerning the Language, the Matter, the Method, and 
the Manner of forming Divine Service, as con- 
tained and ——— in the Book of Common- 
Prayer; we way poſitively conclude, that it agrees 
exactly with the Rule in my Text, even that 41! 
things in it ave done to. Ediſying : Which was the 
2 I. undertook to prove. I know that many 

ther Arguments might be brought to ſhew the 
Excellency and of the 9 1 
bd ? 2 r 
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but theſe already produced, are ſufficient to convince 
any ſober and conſidering Chriſtian» of it. And if 
there be any here prefent, wlio are not yet con- 
vinced by what they have heard of it, I defire 
only one thing of them, and that is, That they 
would make Tryal of it for a while For my 
Charity prompts me to believe, that all the Zeal 
that ſome expreſs againſt the Cmmon- Prayer, and 
all that Indifterency that is in others for it, pro- 
ceeds only from their Ignorance of what it is, or 
at leaſt from their want of an Experimental Knoy- 
ledge of it. For let any Man that ſeriouſly | niind; 
the Worſhip of God, and the Salvation of lis 
Soul, before all things elſe, let ſuch a'-one, I fay, 
ſet himſelf in good earneſt to uſe the Common Pray- 
er, as he ought to do, for ſome couſiderable time, 
and I not doubt but that by the Bleſhng of God, 
he will find that Benefit and Ea ffeation 5 it, that 
his own Experience ſhall, 'convince him ir all that 
I have now ſaid, more than all. the Arguments 
that I have, or any Man in the World can. evor 
produce to him. Some pcrhaps may think this to 
be a Paradox; but I. do not queſtion, but that many. 
here preſent can atteſt it upon their dun Knowledge” 
having found tliemſelves more confirmed in their 
Faith, more ſettled in their Religion, more hum- 
- bled for their Sins, mere ſupported under their 
Troubles, more inflam'd with Love to God and 
Defires of Heaven, every way more Edifed by the 
- conſtant uſe of the Cmom Praher, than they cduld 
ever have believed it poſſible to have been, except 
they had found it to have been ſa by their own 
Experience. 3 S184 | 


Now theſe things being thus briefly conſidered, 
J ſhall obſerve only two things from them. 


Tu firſt is the extraordinary Prudence, as well 


as Picty, of our- farlk Reformers, who firſt wa 
1 4 0 


„ He 2  £A ..c. 


Il 
1. 


— 


the ſame extraordinar 


of the Common- Prayer. 


led the Book of Common-Prayer, 
mable 'to the Word of God, a 
Canon in my Text; which I cannot but aſcribe to 
aid and aſſiſtance from God, 
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ſo exactly confor- 
nd the Apoſtolical 


whereby they were afterward inabled to ſuffer Per- 
ſecution, yea, Martyrdom. it ſelf for his fake, and ſo 


to confirm what they 
Blood. Which cert 
of it. 


The Aber: thing I vould obſerye unto you, is 
the Reaſon wliy the Devil hath had ſuck a Spight 
againſt the Common Prayer i 


* 


have done with theic own 
ainly is no ſmall Commendation | 


„ever ſince it was firſt 


made. For the more Edifying it is to God's People, 
the more Deſtructive it muſt needs be of the De- 
vil's Kingdom. And therefore it is no wonder that 
imployed the utmoſt of his Pow” 
er and Policy to blaſt its Reputation, and ſo to 
diſcourage and diſſuade Men from the uſe of it. 


he hath- all along 


And | 
ment of this ungra 


and then a 
Firſt. 


In the 1 of Queen Mary, you all know, who - ' 

ments in the doing of it, even the 
For they clearly and truly foreſaw that 
their Erroneous Opinions could never be believed, 
nor Superſtitious Practices obſerved in the Nation, ſo 
long as the Common Prayer was uſed. Foraſmuch as 


were her In 
Papiſts. 


by the Permiſſion of God, for the Puniſh- 

: | teful Nation, he hath fo far pre- 
vailed in his Deſign, that the Liturgy hath been 
#wvice caſt out of the Church fince it was firſt 
brought into it, once in the Rei 
gain in the Days of King Charles the 


of Queen Mary, 


there is nothing in it but . what 1s ſound and agree- 


to the grou 
Rome would obtrude upon 
Faith. And beſides that 

purpoſely inſerted in * arm us againſt 


nd leſs 


able to the Dactrine of the Goſpel, and ſo contary 


Opinions which the Church of 


3 | 


the World for Articles of 
there are many Expreſſions 


aſt the Pope's 
Supremacy, 
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Supreinacy, Indulgences, Invocation of Saints, Tranſub- 
fantion, and other Popiſb Errors; ſo that it would 
have been impoſſible tor the -Romiſb Religion te be 
ever reſtored in the Nation, unleſs the Gurmon-Pr ay- 
er was firſt removed. Which therefore they took 
care to have done as ſoon as poſſible. But within 
a few Years after, even the Firſt of Queen £liza- 
beth, it was brought in again. And as the Refor- 
mation was begun before, ſo from that time for- 
ward it was carried on and perfected chiefly by 
the means of Common-Prayer.T For it is very obſer- 
vable, that in the Reign of King Edward the Sixth, 
and for ſeveral Years too of. Queen. Elixabeth, there 
was little or no Preaching in moſt parts of the 
ee and few then could read Zngljb, and 
yet dy the conſtant and general Uſe of the Liturgy, 
and God's Bleſſing _—_ it, the whole Nation was 
10. Edifird in the True: Religion, + that there was 
{carce one in an hundred but forfook;: and abberred 
al Poi Doctrines and Supetſtitions; Which is an 
undeniable Argument, that in this reſpett alſo it is . 
as Edifying, as it is pothble for 'a(thung of that Na- 
ture ro be. Infomuch that ſo Jong as the , Conmon- 
Prayer is uſed and frequented: as 1t+ ought to be, it * 
is morally impoſſible for Popery: to get any ground 1 
amongſt us. But if this Bulwark was once removed 
{ which. God forbid ) our grand Adverſary would 
"ſoon accompliſſr his malicious Deſigus. upon us, one 
wah or gther. nt ot cio 


ſ 


c 


Tuis he knows well enough, and therefore hath 
left no Stone unturned fo effect it. But what he 
hath done before by the Papiſts, |) he'- afterwards 

brought about again by other means in the Reign 
of King Charles the Firſt. For by! what kind of 
oy Spirit. the Qmmon. Prayer was then caſt out you all 
'- know, and fome of you found - by ano/wl.. Experience. 
All chat, I ſhall ſay of it, is only this, that the 
fame Spirit that then ſtirred up People niit a 

Mo Ba f 


. * * 


0 
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fame ime to rebel againft their King, to take awa 

Ment Za, and. 2 contrary to all Law ang 
Fuſpice, ;,, and. at laſt to murther one of the moſt 
pious Princes that ever lived. And whether that was 
the Spit of Ciel or Antichriſt, God or the Devil, 
judge you. Be ſure the Conſequences of its being 
laid afide at that Time were very ſad. For Peo- 
ple, being; deprived. of that whereby they ſhould 
2 been Edified, were immediately toſſed to and 
fro with every ind of Do#rine, until at length 
many of them fell into the moſt pernicious and dam- 
. nable Hereſies that were ever heard of in the Church. 
Yea, together with the Liturgy, they laid afide all 
Diſtinction betwixt ſacred and common things; by 
which means the whole Nation was in Danger of be- 
ing overſpread with Prophaneneſs and Irreligion. 


But bleſſeq be the Name of che moſt high God 
for it, he was once more pleaſed to a ppcar for us, 
and. in a miraculous manner ro. reftore r Common- 
Prayer to his Church, together with our Gracious 
Sovereign to his Kingdoms. Bat what ſhall we 
render to the Lord for ſo great a Bleſſing as this 
is 2. All that he expects, or we can give him for 
it, is only to maße the deſt uſe of it that we can. 
„This tliersfore 45 that which! I now pray and be- 
"Reech you, all for. dhe fre do dd, Be bet 'rhink 
it enough to be for the Com- Praxtr and to come 
no and then to Heat it. This Fon may do, as 
many do, and yet reteive no more Benefit by it, 
. than as if there were none at all to be received. 
Which therefore can by no means be imputed to 
the Common. Prayer it ſelf, bur to the Negligence: of 
thoſe that uſe it. Neither muſt yon think it enough 
to talk high for, it, or to rail lat thoſe Who are 
not {5 happy as to be tightly inforned' about! it. 
But rather fake alt nn intorm them, 
and by all means poſſible to convince them of the 
ped Excellency 


againſt, the Common-Prayer, ſtirred them up at the 
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ver do ſo effectually, as by out-ftripping 'and 
excceding them in Virtue Soap od Wo +" Rr 
this is, and ever will be, a plain . Demonſtration, 


Prcellency and Uſefulneſs of it. Which 2 0 ne- 


that the Cmmon · Prayer is indeed far more Edifying- 


than thoſe New Modes of Religion, which they are 
fo unhappily ſeduced into. That therefore you may 
do this, a4 ſo both experience in your ſelves, and 
demonſttate unto. orhers, the Truth and Certainty 
of what you have now heard concerning the Com- 
_ mon Prayer, I deſire you to obſerve thete ftw Rules 
in the uſing of it. ö 

- Firſt, Com not to your publick Prayers only out 


of Cuſtom, or for: Faſhion-ſake, as the manner of 


ſome is, but out of a fincere Obedience to God's 
Commands, and with a ſure Truſt and Confidence 
in his Promiſes for his Bleſſing upon what you do, 
For which end it will be very good, as you go to 
Church, to bethink your ſelves Whither you are 

| ing, and What you are to do there, that ſo laying 
aſide all other Buſineſs, you may put your felyes 
into a right Temper for ſo great a Work. 


. Secondly, FREQUENT: our publick Prayers as often 
as Conventently you can, The _oftner you are at 
them, the better you will like them, and the more 
| Edify'd you will be by them. And therefore do 
not ſatisfy yourſelves. with hearing them once a 
Weck. Ia this Ciyi as alſo in many other placas 
of the Kingdom, oo cially where there are Cathedrals, 
or Collegiate ag 2 you may enjoy the Benefit 
of them publickly every Day, and ſo keep your 
Hearts continually in an Holy and Heavenly Frame, 
and always live as e Chriſtians: And if 
vou neglect fach Opportunities às are now put in- 


- to. your Hands, you. will one Day wiſh you had 
not; but then wiſhing will o no good. 


Thirdly, 


2 1 


+ <a, 


A „r Aa Moe 
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ingly. And: mall; the while that you are upon your 
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'» Thirdly, Te poſſible, come always at the Beginning 
f e. Otherwiſe you will. certainly 
- miſs of ſomething: that would have been Zdifying to 
"you; and perhaps of that, which at that time might 
have done you more good than all the reſt. Nei- 
ther will you loſe the Benefit only of part of it, 
but in ſome meaſure of the whole too; all the parts 
of it being linked together in ſo excellent a man- 
ner and method, that they influence and aſſiſt each 
other. 80 that nothing ean be omitted either by 
Miniſter or People, bur the whole will ſuffer by 
it, and loſe ſomething of that Virtue and Efficacy, 
vhich otherwiſe you will find in it. anke 
O % ½ ok 1woft e | iT 
Nuri y, ALL the while that you are in God's 
Houſe, carry your ſelf as in his ſpecial Preſence, and 
.ſuitably to the work you are about: ſanding! while 
= praiſe. God, and reeling, when you, pray unto 

im, as our Church hath directed you, For tho” 
theſe may ſeem- but little things in themſelves, LIE 
they are of great Conſequence, both. to our Wor- 
Mipping of God aright, and to our being Adified. by 
what we do, as I have ſhewed before mw 


| Lf „Tax ſpecial care all along to keep your 
Minds intent upon the matter in hand; when you 
+. confeſs your Sins to God, do it with an hearty and 
ſincere 'Repentance for all the Errors of your Life 
paſt. When the Abſolution is pronounced, receive it 
with a firm and ſtedfaſt Faith in Chriſt our Saviour. 
"When yoy- Repeat or Sing the Hymns, and Pſalms, 
raiſe up your Spirits as high as you can, to join with 
thoſe . aboye in. praiſing and magnifying the Eternal 
God. When the Word of God is Read, hearken 
diligently unto it, and confider ſeriouſſy what he that 
made you, faith to you, and requireth of you, and 
reſolve by his Bleſſing to believe and live accord- 


as, 
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Knees, putting up your Petitions to the moſt high- 
God, let y whoſe Souls be, imployedi * ear- 
neſtly deſiring rhe good: things you pray fer at his 
gracious Hands, and humbly: confiding on his faith - 
-tul Promiſes for the granting» of them. By this 
means you will perform reaſonable Service unto Gad, 
and by conſequence that. which wall be very accep- 
table unto him, and uf urea eg; and edifyirg to your 

felves. Whereas. they! that do not obſerye this Rule, 

oannot be properly ſaid to pray, or ferve: God at all. 
And therefore it is no wonder that: they come to 


Church and hear the Common - Prayer read, and yet | 


dre no way edified by it. Indeed it is impoſſible they 
mould. —— bh all the — TAs 
that we can poflibly receive from any of our Devo- 
tions, depends very much upon the due Intention of 
our Minds in the Performance of them. To which?» 

-as I have ſhewn, both a Form of Prayer in general, 
and. eurs in particular, is à very great hein 


Do bur obſerve theſe plain and neceſſary Rules in 
uſing of the Common Prayer ( without which you can- 
vot be truly faid to uſe, but rather to abuſe it) and 
you will ſoon find what I have ſaid: about it to be 
true, even that Au things in it are done to Edifying. 
And therefore I would to God, that not only you 
that hear me at this time, but all the People of 
the Nation, could. be once perſuaded to do fo, 
What an © holy Nation, what à pecyhar * 
ond we then! Wecome ? How Hicas towards 
Ca? *How Eeys to our Srrereigy 2. How Faſt and 
'Chartable to one another? For our conftant 
Worſhipping Almighty God in ſo folemn and de- 
vout a manner as this is, onr Hearts will be over- 
awed with ſo great a Fear of his Divine Majeſty, 
that we ſhould never dere willingly to offend him. 
Our Minds would be filled: and impregnated with 
fach a Senſe of his Power and Sovereignty, that 
we ſhould honour and reyercnce/ it $1 thoſe — 
* 
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more and more in Faith, in Love, Alg, in 

Self-denial, in ee, in Pann” in all true 

. Grace and Vertue : And ſo we ſhould grow from 
p Strength to Strength, from one degree of 2 

and - 


to another, un at gh, we-arnvc, at Glory. 


Perfection: in Heavens, where iv Ir 
ſpend, Hetty it 12451 in Praifing and Aaeag . ; 
- | moſt us tor all me other MES . 
8 he hath voachſafed to us, 10.16 a W man- 


ner for our being Members of ſuc 
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